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OPM.49/65 ' No. 598

liemc for Cobinet

Revision of the Third Schedule of
the National Assistance Act, 1956

In sccordance with the Maticial Assistruce Act
1956 (Act Fo. VIII of 1956), sickuess assistance at the
rate of 12/- per week 1s paysble to the hecd of 2 houss-
hold vhere a member is proved to be suffering from one
of the discassg and conditions listed in the Third
Schedule to the Act. A copy of thot Schedule is in

Appendix I to this leno.

2y It iz proposed vo cmend items 5 and © of the
Schedule to read as follows:

4.

"o, Serious complicabions from acute infectious

or congtitutionel diseases, aznd from trouma.

6, Threat of serious complications arising
from disbetes.’
The underlined words constitute the smendments.
5. The objects of the proposed oncndnents -re

generally to widen the scope of this form of asgpistance o

to cnoble afflicted persons to undertalte trentment, and
particularly in the ca of diahetics, To observe an
tierPriﬂte diet before 1“rsg"rnb19 harm is coused by ths
dlsease., An extract from a letter deated llth MNoveaber,
1962, in vhich Frof., J« Degbono C.B.E., li.D., F.R.C.P.
gxpressed his views on this subject to the Chief Goverinensc
liedicsl Officer, is attnched gs Appendix IL to this ilemo.

!
Ao gos
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4, The Depsrtn ciel Services ig not in a

B0

position to es nerease in expenditure on this
form of assistance which would ensue eas a result of the
proposed amendment, Failing that, some guidance may be
obtained from the incrsase in expendiiture which has
occurred since the 9th June 1965, when che number of
discases and conditions in the saue Scheduls was ilncreased

from six to eleven,

average monthly expenditure during the five

[N
»

W

b

oy

HoEg
254
4]

month ng Hay was as follows:

1965 1966
21,912 £7,337

par nmonth &£5,425.

gigstance was paid to 3,196 households,
in 1 265,

(S5 The smendmel temm 5 of the Schedule to the

Aot is not expected to cause any marked rise in the
expenditure oxn sickness asslstonce. But ths amendment to
[

iter 6 is expected to enlarge the catezory of disbetics v
£

the Current Year ths

T In the dreft Estinectes

£615,000 for all paynents under the Nationil

(Vote %838 ite* 35) repressubs an inere

% Slnatoy s . = ik o [ ) E R L =]
onn last yoar's provision. This incra= is
! P R -
nerealy on the bosis of srends revealed DY
last rear's sx;‘ndl UTE W An incérecss in e¥pendivure on

Sicknsss 4ssisbtonece is therefore lilkely To causs an ©XCads

'm'enﬂsgﬁmloo;

ble Ministers: are reguested to agresz to

G
.
jus
O
o
o
C‘.
J

o,

-he Third Schedule te the Motional

proposed in pareasd

8th June, 1966.
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Third Schedule to the HNational
Assgistarce 4Act, 13956

Disenses and Conditions in Respect of wanich Sickness

Asa

DR
- » . - L] L] L] -

O

o
O
- -

istance is Payable.

Chronic renal impzirment znd the Hephrotic syndrome.
Gastric and Duodenal ulcar.

Malignent disezses. '

Cirrhosie of the liver.

Serious complications from acute infectious disenses.
Serious complications arising from diabetes.
Congestive heart failure.

Rheunatoid arthritis and collagen disecses.
Progressive muscular atrophy.

lental deficiency.

Pregnancy - the laast twelve weeks preceding childbirth.
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Appendix TT
Extract from a letter from Prof. J. Debono C.B.%., H.D.,
F.2.C.P. dated 11th November, 1962,

Disbetes

This is a controversial subjeect and wvhen it ves
neuntioned to the representatives of the Labour Cffice,
they were dead set against it. ind yet Diabetes is really
the orly disease when a radical departure from the ordinary
liet 1s sssential. As we have seen the ordinary diet
of carbohydrates. From 75 to 80% of the
e of carbohydrate origin. Although to-day

consists mostly
total calorieg ar
the tendency is to allow more carbohydrate nobody would
think of giving a diet in which more than 50% of the

celories are derived fron starch or sugars. Covering

excess ca bOhJurthS by insulin, lsads to poor control and
aggravation of the disease. The ¢ld schedule »nrovides for
Assistance in the case of Diabetics threatened by Pulmonary
Tuberculogis and/or by blindness. In the case of
Tuberculosis ell diabetics, especislly young disbetics are
potential vietims of Tuberculosis. In the case of blindness
- This is 2 late and incureble complication and trying to
give a speciazal diet when the eyes are affected is very nuch
like lockinz the sbtable door when the horsse has escaped.

The only objection I can see is that even when given Sickness

Assistance the diasbetic 7ill not diet, This can be
prevented by reguiring freguent progress reports showing
that the patient is co-operating. The guestion of diest in

Diabstes is so important, that unless I am mistaken,
11

Dizbetes was the only disease for vhich extra fat rations

were glven during the War in Fanglend. Any =anticlpated

fal
=
3
)

on financial means would be offset by less expenditure
on insulin, less absenteeism from work, less hospitalizatic:w

and a longer expeciancy of the working life.

T





