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The Government hae noted the decision taken
by the decdlesl Resociation of Malte to order all doctors
in Governuent service to go on etrike today as from & m.m.

Thie action is being ;ursueé in spite of the
fact thot ithe Governwent has offered to meet the
Association's claim‘regmrding the pensionebility of ite
members in os folr a menner as is poesible in the
circunstences and to open negotietions on the
Aesociation's subseguent claim for & revision of ite
merxbers' salarien.

Hotwithstencéing 8 last winute sttempt st
conciliation, which wag mude in order to avoid the
herdship that may be caused to the publie through the
action of the LAssocietion, the Associstion remained
intransigeni and was not prepaured to accept anything
snort of ite original claim.

The Government hae decided tu do its utmost
to provide essential medical fmeilities and to reduce
hardship to the bare minimum, competiLly with the
incredibly short notice of less than 24 hours given
to it by the Association.

In order to avoid any nmisconceptions, the
Government reaffirme the position thet any strike sctiom
on the part of civil servants on . he permanent
establishuent calles for disciplinary action entailing

dismissal without pension. 25 QQ T
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