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L-ARKIVJI NAZZJONALI TA’ MALTA

At a meeting of the Cabinet held at Castille on the 14th day of May, 1981, Ministers
approved a Declaration concerning Malta’s neutrality and directed that it be published
in the Government Gazette. The declaration is the following:—

DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA
CONCERNING THE NEUTRALITY OF MALTA

The Government of the Republic of Malta

Faithful to the decision of the People of the Republic of Malta to eliminate all
foreign military bases after March 31, 1979 and to contribute to peace and stability in
the Mediterranean region by changing their country’s unnatural sole of a foriress inlo
a centre of peace and a bridge of friendship between the Peoples of Europe and of
North Africa;

Conscious of the special contribution the Republic of Malta can make towards
that end by assuming a status of neutrality sirictly founded on the principles
of non-alignment;

Aware of the support which ncighbouring European and Arab Medilerrancan
States will give to Malta’s new role and to such a status of neutrality;

1.  Solemnly declares that the Republic of Malta is a neutral state actively
pursuing peace, security and social progress among all nations by adhering to a policy
of non alignment and refusing to participate in any military alliance;

2. Affirms that such a status will, in particular, imply that:

{(a) mno foreign military base will be permitted on Maltese territory;
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{b) no military facilities in Malta will be allowed to be used by any
foreign forces except at the request of the Government of Malta, and only in
the following cases:

{i» in the exercise of the inherent right of self-defence in the event
of any armed violation of the arca over which the Republic of Malta has
sovereignly, or in pursuance of measures or actions decided by the
Security Council of the United Nations; or

(i) whenever there exists a threat to the sovercignty, independence,
neutrality, unity or territorial integrity of the Republic of Malta;

but the Government of Malta will immediately inform the neighbouring Mediterra-
nean States which have made like Declarations welcoming the present Declaration
and giving appropriate undertakings, of the steps taken under this paragraph;

(c) except as aforesaid, no other facilities in Malta will be allowed to be
used in such manner or extent as will amount to the presence in Malta of a concen-

tration of foreign forces;

(d) except as aforesaid, no forelgn military personnel will be allowed on
Maltese territory, other than military personnel performing, or assisting in the
performance of, civil works or activities, and other than a reasonable number of
military technical personnel assisting in the defence of the Republic of Malta;

(@) the shipyards of the Republic of Malta will be used for civil commercial
purposes, but may also be used, within reasonable limits of time and quantity,
for the repair of military vessels which have been put in a state of non<combat
or for the construction of vessels; and in accordance with the principles of non-
alignment the said shipyards will be denied to the military vessels of the two
SUPETPOWETS, :

3. Expresses its hope that, with the concurrence of the Government of the
Republic of Malta, neighbouring Mediterranean States will make like declarations
welcoming the present Declaration and giving such undertakings as may be appropriate.
The Government of the Republic of Malta will inform each of such States of the
Declarations made by other States.
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L-ARKIVJI NAZZJONALI TA* MALTA

Flaggha tal-Kabinett mizmuma fKastilja fl-14 ta’ Mejju, 1981, il-Ministri gablu
fuq Stqarrija dwar in-Newtralith ta' Malta u ordnaw li din tigi mxandra fil-Gazzetta
talGvern. L-istqarrija li appruvaw il-Ministri hija din L gejjo:— o

DIKJARAZZJONI MILL-GVERN TAR-REPUBBLIKA TA' MALTA
DWAR IN-NEWTRALITA' TA" MALTA

I-Gvern tar-Repubblika ta' Malta

Fidil ghad-detizjoni tal-Poplu tar-Repubblika ta’ Malta li jnebhi |-baZijiet militari
barranin kollha wara 131 ta' Marzu, 1979, u li jaghti kontribut ghall-pati u Hstab-
bilith fl-inhawi tal-Mediterran billi jibdel il-funzjoni mhux naturali ta’ pajjilu minn
fortizza Céentru a" padi u ta' pont ta” hbiberija bejn iPopli ' 1Ewropa u ta’
l-Afrika ta" Fug;

Konxju mill-kontribut spedjali li r-Repubblika ta’ Malta tista’ taghmel ghal dak
il-ghan billi tilbes status ta’ newtralita msejjes ghal kollox fuq il-printipji ta’ non-
allineament;

Billi jaf blappogg li |-Istati Ewropej u Gharab girien fil-Mediterran jaghtu ghall-
funzjoni gdida ta’ Malta u ghal dak lMistatus taghha ta’ newtralith;

1. Jiddikjara sollennement illi r-Repubblika ta’ Malta hija stat mewtrali li jrid
attivament jilhaq il-padi, is-sigurth u l-progress sojali fost in-nazzjonijiet kollha billi
jhaddan politika ta’ non-allineament u jirrofta li jippartetipa Fkull alleanza militari;

2. Jafferma illi dan listatus jimplika b'mod partikolari, illi:
(a) lebda ba#i militari barranija ma tithalla fuq territorju Malti;
{b) lebda facilitajiet militari FMalta ma jithallew jigu wiati minn xi forzi
barranin hlief fug talba tal-Gvern ta’ Malta, u biss filkadi li gejjin:
@ fleserdizziu taljedd naturali ta’ dififa legittima Fkaz ta’ violazzjoni
armata ta’ l-area li fugha r-Repubblika ta’ Malta ghandha sovraniti, jew biex
tiehu mitura jew azzjonijiet decizi mill-Kunsill tas-Sigurta tal-Gnus Maghquda;

jew

{ii} kull meta jkun hemm theddida ghas-sovranith, lindipendenza, in-
newtralith, lunith jew l-integrith territorjali tar-Repubblika ta® Malta;

itda 1-Gvern 12" Malta jgharraf minnufih bilmifuri mehuda skond dan
il-paragrafu lill-Istati girien fil-Mediterran 1i jkunu ghamlu dikjarazzjonijiet simili
1i attettaw din id-Dikjarazzjoni u 1i jkunu assumew impenji xierga:
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© minbarra fil-kazi msemmija hawn fuq, l-ebda fatilitajiet obra FMalta ma
jithallew jintuzaw b'tali mod u b'tali mizura L jwasslu ghall-preienza fMalta
12" kontentrazzjoni ta' forzi barranin; :

(d) minbarra filka?i msemmija hawn fog, lebda personal militari li jkun
qed jaghmel, jew jghin biex jitwettqu, xoghlijiet jew attivitajiet &ivili. u Nlief
ghadd ragomevoli ta' personal tekniku militari li jghin fiddifiza tar-Repubblika
ta' Malta;

(g} it-tarznari tar-Repubblika ta* Malta jintwizaw ghal skopijiet kummeréjali
divili, izda jistghu wkoll jintutaw, Flimiti ragonevoli ta’ imien u ghadd, ghat-
tiswija ta’ bastimenti militari li jkunu tpoggew f'qaghda li ma jistghux jiggieldu
jew ghall-bini ta’ vapuri; u skond il-prinéipji ta’ nonallineament limsemmija
tarznari jifu méahhda lill-bastimenti militari taz-2ewg superpotenzi;

3. Jittama illi, bi gbil mal-Gvern tar-Repubblika ta' Malta, Fistati girien fil-
Mediterran jaghmlu dikjarazzjonijiet simili 1 jattettaw din id-Dikjarazzjoni u
jassumu dawk kimpenji i jkunu xierga. [-Gvern tar-Repubblika ta” Malta jgharraf
fil kull wiehed minn dawn klstati bid-Dikjarazzjonijiet maghmula minn Stati ohra.
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