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MEMO FOR CABINGT BY THE NIISTSR OF HUALYH ON THE
SET'ING UP OF A PHARMACY BOARD,

The Pharmaceutical profession in Malta as
represented by the Chanber of Pharnacists and the Malta
Union of Pharnacists has over several years becn advocating
the establishnent of a Pharnacy Bosrd which would ensure
the pharnacists' active contribution and participation in
any unatter relating to and affecting their intercsts and
practice. Their nenbership on the ledical Council and
Advisory and bxecutive Board failed to neet their denands
for various reasons, but nainly because the profession felt
that the scope and couposition of such statutory bodies
iiiposed severe linitations on its legitiMate aspirations and
expression, ‘“the Phermaceutical profession has throughout
maintained thet such problens as training, ethical conduct,
diseipline snd control of drugs could he .wre effectively
tackled if the task were %o be undertaken by an "ad hoe" board
rather than by para-pharnaceutical bodies over-burdencd with
other essential work.

In Septenber, 1962, the then Hon., HMinister of Health
appointed a board ("The Phariiaceutical Services Be rd") with
these terns of reference:-

"To study the existing laws and regulations
concerning the pharnaccutical scrvice in
general and to nake rccomendoti ng for its
better running",.

The Board is ~ade up of the Hon, Minister of licalth, as Chairnan,

and‘ of the Bonior Health Officer and of reprascntatives of the
Chamber of Pharmnacists, !lalta Union of lharnacists, General
Retsilers and Traders Union and the Maltese Parlianent as
nembers. At its last sitting held on the 5th Julv, 1967,

the Pharnaceutical Services Bonrd unaninously decided

to recoruiend to Governnent the setting up of a statutory
Tharnacy Board.

It is oropesed that the Pharnacy Board will

be established under the iledical and -deslth Departnent
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(Constitution) Yrdinance (Chapter 148) and that its menbers
will be the following:-—

(a)

()

(c)

(&)

(e)

{£)

A Chairnan to be appointed by the Governor General
fron anong (i) persons who are or have been one of
Her iajesty's Judges in Malta; or (ii) persons who
have not less than 12 years expcrience as a
practising nember of the Bar of Malta or a total
of 12 years exp-:rience as a nagistrate and as a
practising nenber of the Bar of Malta;

two memnbers to be appointed by the Governor
General one of whon shall be a nedical
practitioner;

two apothecaries to be appointed by the Governor
Gengral;

cne wenber appointed by the Council of the Royzal
University of llaltas;

three elected nenbers -~ apothecaries elected
by secret ballot by the apotheceries ordinarily
regident in Malta; and

two additional nenbers - éssistant apothecaries
elected by secret ballot by the assistant apotliecaries
ordinarily rcsident in Malta: provided that such
neibers will be cntitled to attend the neetings

of the Board only when natters relating to and
effecting their interests and practice are due to

be discussed and they are requested to ati.end by the
Board.

The duties of the .harnacy 3oard will be as

proposed hereunder:-

(a)

()

to advise and nake recormmendations to the
Governor-General concerning the grant of licences
to apothecaries to practise their profession;

to koep a registeor in respect of apothecaries
so licensed;
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(c) +to preseribe the course of training of, and
to conduct the examination for the grant of a
licence to, assistant apothocaries and to
keep a register of those so licensed;

(d) to prescribe and naintain professional and
ethical standards for apothecaries and assistant
apothecaries; and

(e) to advise the Minister responsible for public
health on any natter, including legislation,
affecting the pharnaceutical practice and
service.

It is envisaged that the Pharunacy Board will have
the power to appoint Cormittees and Sub-Comiittees for
specific purposes and to nake rulcs and sténding orders
onn the procedure to be followed in the exercise of the
functions conferred upon it. These powers wiil be laid
down by law. aE :

The Hon. Ministers' atitention is drawn to the
nain significent i:plications consequent on the setting
up of a Tharnacy Board. It would be necessary to effcet a
transfer of dutics and/or powers fron the Hedical Council and
the Advisory and ILxzccutive Board to the Pharmacy Board where-
ever these duties and/or powers rclate to natters affecting
the apothecaries and assistant apothecaries. In virtue
of this tranfer, it would enable the Tharmacy Doard to
initiate an enquiry, crasc from the r spective rcgisters nanes
of apotheecaries and assistant apothecaries on grounds
of conviction or infanous conduct or infarmity, restore
nare erased to registoer, nake rules of procedure (with
the approve”™ of the Governor-General) and enforce the
relevant "prohibitions" i.e. the nanagsnent of two or nore
dispensaries, etc,

The Minister of Health, however, would renain
bound by law to ask the advies of the Hedical Council or the
Council of Tiealth, as the case nay be, in the publication
of scheduled lists of poisons, druge of dependance or nedical
substances which do not require a ncdical preoscription and no
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change in this procedure is contenplated. In as much as
chese natters concern intinetely the interests of the medical
profession and the hiealth of a far wider audience, the
community, the desirability of continuing to rely on these
two Councils %o tender such adviee stems fron the

eadth and nature of their corposition.

The responsibility for reguiating the prograrme
of study and training of pharnacists would still be
vcated in the University governing body and the se
proposals only seck to facilitate the avowed aims
of the phermaceutical professions at closer relationship
with the University authorities. The Pharmacy Board,
would, however, prescribe the training of assistant
apotiiccaries,

Honourable Ministers are asked to agree to the
establishnent of a Pharnacy Board as proposed, The
relative Bill to amend the Medical and Health Departnent
{Constitution) Ordinance and the liedical and Kindred
Professions (rdinance will be brought to Parlisment after
it has be:on duly vetted by the Crown Advocate Gencral,

10th October, 1967,





