zjonali ta' I\/Ialta

IVji.naz

L-Ark

- QPM.114/59/FF2/Vol.1T No, 658

OEANDUM 303
ARATE,
ON _THY

Bon Ministers will no doubt be aware thot the
incressing waler demand in Malta has nccessiteted the

insgtalliation of a Seawater 'esalinstion Plant. The Past anrusl

growth in water demond due to improved living standsrds

gradusily been assuming greater caphasis with the
natlonal Giversification of the econom: . The tourist
industry, in particular, is having the greatest impact in
rater use, Horticulture is alseo contributing towards an
increas

in the rate of growing demand,

The conclusion had bean reached, and corroborated
¥ experss from abroad, thal no new significant ad itions in
gromdveter yield were possible and that fubturd additional
vater demands could be met only by desalination. Until
the comulissioning or the first distiller, the depsrtment
has had to resort to over-extraction of the aquifers to meet
A at the game time has endeavoured to
control the conseguent progressive salinification of the water.
The department has concurrsrntly heen concentra.ing its
¢nergics on watsr conservatlion measures With specisl regard

to the detection of leakages in tvhe distribution svsten,

With She begt plonsg and engireering activities, all

grountwater resourcss must depend on reinfall,
Tagt wivhopta. padwPens 95,4 Ing) .. 1.6 Bhiowh 255 1 6%
than the sverage of 20 inches - reduced the naturs!
replenishnent of our aguifers. 0+ whe other 11:«;-‘!1,'?',}10

water demand has -ncressed even nore rapidly then in the praen

ures, the present-day summer demand is ove

8t we arc only extracting about

renorandum on the aeed to recongtruct

or otherwis

it co-lapﬁed regervolr ig bveing submifted

shortly to aillion g%?lons addibional

storage the

viewed ia the context of this and Tubure yoara’ bn_anuin;

the sunmmer demand and surply. Today (
i

these surface reoerves stand at 45 million @?41ons.
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These wesgervoirs connot be completely drained on account
of silting at their floors and slso due to the limitation
in watsr le.:l drops necessitated by regional distribution
reculremenss. In other words, the min’ um safe gross
capacity of these reservoirs is limised to about 35 million
gallons. The

gallong per day, i.c¢..the daily imbaslraoce between supply

Iresent rats of depleticn of about 1 million

end demand, can be met for another 12 -~ 15 days. The
Position could clhangs lo sitler ol two ways, namely by
reducing consumption naturally with the advent of early

rains and cooler weather, or by artificial control on
consumphbion. The la%ter ccurse is very ‘ntricate to

implement ia practice technically and alsc most distasteful
to the public at large. especislly when industrial and
tourism sre gaining momentun. The Department has already
warctiled service mains sad even individunl house water
services: recently (August 26) stooped mains water for
irrvigestion purposes; stepped up repairs 0 meins and othor

Ii ta’ Malta

ingtallations eud in general coverced all the normal ground

C‘S to reduce uanccessary consumptloi. Any additional measures
g:: have now 0 We elther temporary throttling of the principal
water maing Go various localities with the consequent just-

vl

O

s ifiable complaints about insufficismey of water or even the
P\J physical temporary suspension of supplies to0 certain regions.,

r\J s, o limit th=s suspensions to the various
C‘S regiou/& aguitably go ag %0 snsure a ainimunm supply to every

C hous yLela Thig is due to the &' frerenv site levels of
premises; e nigher areas will be the most 1o suffer from

=)
shordsge ag 2 rasuls. Water, unlike

ceano’ b2 loadshedded with uniformity of

0 COnRTERISrs. By gravity water flows

sa
x ‘ = E e T T - T T TR Tt s SR S 1iebriubion evste
. always to the lowest yoint in any distribution system.
‘=I: Hon Minrsters will no doub’ realize the importance

: of the seawgbtzr» daggliinati~~ plant s cur navional water
_I galvation The current firsht phase of the plant - expected
to go into commissicn in azbout three or four weeks time -
will produce 1 million gallons a day (330 million gallons
year} of distilled water which will be conveyed by
pipeline %o Iuga Reservolr for blending with groundwater
ilox

before distribdbu 50 Louseholds etG. Tis additional
gource of 1 million galilons daily will help in meebting

the additional cdemand in tls uuqe water region only (i.e.

the Three citiss mainly end indirectly the South-Eastern
area) anéd nd advantage will be gained in the rest of the
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Island. And the highest woter demand is taking place
in the Central and the Horth-Western parts of the Island
Thie limitation will however be reiedied in the course
of the development of the second stage of the Malta
Power/Water station vroject when the projected ¢ cond pipelins
will be routed to Ta' Qali Group of Reservoirs and not
to Imga. Plans have already been meu=s though the further
dovelopment of the Power/Water Shation has anparently been
delayed on financial grounds. The water position next
gumuier ig bound to be more critical ~ the demand can be
expected not only to follow the past years growlh but to
increzgse further as a result of the completion of »
rnumber of hctel projects. It is thersfore of supreme
importance for the economic and social development of the
Isglend to go shead immediately with the insfsallation of the
second, and possibly the third disiiller. In view of the
real urgency involved, perhaps arrangements may be made
for the funds available under this desaruvment's Capital
Gxpenditure vote for the provision of two distillation
units (£1 million) to be allocated for the purpose of
instslling the gemeration/seawater distillation equipmend

nccessary o provide the second distiller by the asnd of
1967.

It might seem an unhappy tbtiming on the Department’s
part to sound an alarming note on the brink ¢f autumn rains
after having gone through the stormy days cof sumacr. The
timing, nowevsr, has not in the leas’ Leen accidental. AlL

along the demand and supply of water was dailly being

scrutinised and controlled. In the sarnes’ hope of having
the additional desalinated water at cur doorscep - unhappijy

Pol!

there has been some delay in the s¢’ adulaed commissioning o
the firss distilier preducing one miilion gallons g day -

and with the rain--bearing clouds eppror “ing , the departmens
felt =afely on the road to meeting the water demand without
unnecessarily alarming Cabinet and the public. It is
¢till possible, however; that with the hslp of factors bej
ol the crisis will be aversed.
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15th September, 1566.





