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 WEMORANDTH FOR THE CABINDT BY THE
HDN.-THE_PRIME WINISTER

Exportatlon of Admlralty Floating Dock No. 55

In June 1965, a licence was issued to 8, pea.
Cantlerl Navali "Santa Maria" of Geneva for the
exportation of Admiralty Floating Dock Fo. 3%, subject bo
. the conditions, guaranteed by a surety of £125,000, that
~-the dock would be secrapped and at no time put to uSe as &
: floatlng dock. _ .

S 2.  _ ‘Hon'. Mlnlsters Wlll recall that follow1ng
. geveral. representatlons,_lt was agreed in Cabinet on ths
18th August, 1965, that Messrs S8.p.a. Cantieri Navali.

oo MSanta Marla" be informed +that the .Government of Malta .-

~would be prepared to walve the eX1st1ng bankers' guarantes

©within a year from the date when the Floating Dock was

- finally installed. in KaohsulnB, Taiwan, and wag fully
‘ready to operate. . .

_ ""5;' Rupreseﬁtatlons are now belng made on behalf .- 
_of S.pea, Cantlerl Wavall "Santa Marla”, requesting that

(a) the d66k be oPPrated either in. Hong hong or
: 1n ‘Kaohsuing, Talwan .and

(b) the deposit be rELeaseé upon satlsfactory
. confirmation that both sections of the
docg have reached Hong Kong.

o 4, . With vegard to the first request, the Gompdny
had, as far back as the 29th June; 1965, indicated that

Coib owass their intention to operate the dock either in-
B Hong Xong or in Kachsuing, and it is not non51dered that |

“this ogtlon lS of any consequenoe.-

. :'EQ.TV The Second ‘request-is & substantlai departure
“from 4He last Cabinet decision referred to above. This

- notwithstanding, it does not appear 1o be albogether

‘unreasonable, a8 the expenditure incurred by the time

- the dock reaches Hong Kong should, for practical: purposes, .

“rule out the possibvility of the dock belng returned to

'3';tbe Medltprranean

IR 6. : Hon. Mlnlsters may w1sh to recon51der the-
'j-mattﬂr in the llght of the foregoxng._ '

. Sth-January, 1966.





