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MEMO FOR. CABINET

tension of 01d aze ?eﬂaggn*to_blind
persons between the ages Qf,}&-and 40 years
‘the Hon.jMinistef.of Laboux én@léocial Welfare

The 0l1d Age Pension act provides for the
ﬁajment of pension to blind persons, 40 yecrs of age
or over, so long as they comply with the statutory
requireﬁentsﬂ

The Malts Society for the Blind is reguesting

Government to extend the concession to biind persons

Xy

between tae -ges of 18 and 40 yesrs of age. The request
ié praiseworthy snd my feeling is that Government should
do everytiins possible to alieviate the plight of these
unfortun.te persons, more especlally so 1if such action
could in any way contribute to Their rehebilitabion and
fuller integration within society.

The number of known blind persons within the

age group of 1€ to 39 is not cxpected to excecd 23 and

the expense involved therefor would be below £2,000 a year.

The request would require an amendément to the
01d Pension Ach.

Cabinet is required to approvée.
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