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TS
. The appointed in accordance with = =
Bection 18 m !lntggnﬂ Assistance Act, 1956_',_;?.‘:

By
given his decision in an appeal which arose out the
claim of a head of a houschold, who was already -
receiving Bickness Assistance in raspect of his son,
for an mdcitional allowance, i.o. double sickness
assistance because he hinself was suffering, as he
claimed, from a scheduled condition or diseasa, The

ire's interpretetion of thes relative provisions of the
law was that such a person is entitled to receive slck-
ness assistance in respect of two persons. In other
worda, the houschold should receive sickness assistance
at the rate of 24s/- per week instead of 12s/-. M
accordance with sub-scction 5 of section 19 of the Act,
this decision is final.

2 Bicknsas Assistance is payable in sccordance
with the provisions of Ssction B of the Act, an extract
from which is at Appendix 'aA'. The list of discases and
econditions in respect o which sickness assistance is
payable is ziven in Appcndix '3°.

%, Bince the Act cape into feorce in 1956, only onc
flat ratc of sickness assistance has been paid to amy
household, irrospective of the number of persons affected.
It may be inferred from this proctice that this was the
original intention. In vici of thioc aid of %he
circumstances resulting from the Unpire's dc ision, it
is proposed that in a houschold where more L an one
persen is affécted by any of the schi’uled » itions or

diseasce, the basie rate of 12s/- per =ek w he
increased by 6s/- per woek in respeel " ever - iiticoal
person affected after tho first omo. - inaiccac, A&

household wh.rl two persons arc zoffect.e woulé - celve
sickness assistance at the rate of 18s/- per usuk, A
somewhat similar srrangenent exists in --@¢ case of
Tuberculosis Assistance vhere the basie ~ate of 258/-
per wock 1s increased by 5s/- per week in respect of
every additional member of the household affected by the
disease or who is particularly vulmerable to it.

4, This proposal was referred to the Ministry of
Finance, Custons and Port on the 8th August, 1966 for
their comments, with a request for urgent consideration.
The cost of the above propossl cannot be estimated, but
the statistics showm in Appendices marked 'C', 'D' and 'E!
were furnished to that Ministry.

5., So far no reply has been received from the
Ministry of Finenco. In the mcantime the Director of
Bocial Services has mo legal grounds for withholding claims
for edditional sicl-ness assistance at the full rate in
relation to the number of persons affected in a household.
On the other hand, if such clains are allowed, it would
then be difficult to smend the St o make it lees
favourable.
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8. (1) Bubject to the sions of this Aet, &
head of a houscwold slizll be sntitled to Sicknass
Assistance if he shows to the satisfaction of the
Director that -

(a) He or a membor of tho houschold is

suffering from o disease, or is in a

I condition, montioncd in the Third Schedule

| to this Act for which he is not be

! treated in a hespital and which could be

| alleviated or curcd by n spocial diet or

' roginen which requires an expenditure not
nornally incurred by the houscheold; and

(b) the total ueekly noans of his houschold do
not exceed tho scale rate for that household
as detornined by the Fourth Schedule to this
Adct; and 1

(¢) the agnregate eapitsl volue of the property |
of all peibers of the hounchold does not
excoed five hundred pounds, or vhere such |
property congists solely of the houss of .
rvesideiee, scven lumndred snd fifty pounds. |
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Diseaces and Conditions in respect
Assistance is pmysble.

1. Chronic rennl impairment and the lhphtnﬂin:"" )
8yndrone;

2. Gastric and Duodenal Ulcer;
2. Malignant Discassa;
' &4, Cirrhosis of the Liver;

5. Berious complications from acute infectious
disonsaas;

6. Berious conplications arising fron Diabetes;
7. Congestive Hoart falluro;
8, FHheunntold Arthritis and Collagen Diseases;

10. Mentnl Deficiency;

11. Prhﬁna.ncy - tho last tuelve weeks preceding

9, Progrussive kuseular Atrophy; : ‘
-
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pivd NUKHDER OF HOUSEHOLLSG TICEIVING SICYNESS ASSISTANCE
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HnZEs CF HOUSEECLOD QECZIZING SICHNEGRS AGSIITANCE
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NUISER CF BOUSZHOLDS RECEIVING SICKNESS ASSISTANCZ
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