MEMO POR CABINET

MEMORANDUM BY T4E HON. MINISTER OF HEALTH ON THE
NECESSITY OF LEGISLATION FOR THE STRICTER CONTROL
o OF CERTAIN DIUGS

A large number of medical substances arc being
continually sanufactured and prepared for distribution and
use in the trestment of various conditions. It often
haprens that besides their specific and main action they : "
often possess other und¢sirable effects which may lead r
to dependence on, and addiction to, such drugs by personms
for whom they may have %“een prescribed or who may have
obtnined them by irregular means. This improper use is
not only harmful to the person concerned, but also against
the public interest, and measurcs for their better and
stricter control isg heing depanded on a world-wide basis.

As the law stands, there is a general control
that limits the kecping and sale of any medical substance
by a reglstered Apothecary. This control is not comnsidrered
adeguate for current times and docs not extend satisfac-
torily to the importation and wholesnle trading of the
medical preparations in question. In particular, it is
considered necessary and desirable to have power to make
provision for the keeping of registers showing in some
detail all transactions in such drugs, and also in certain |
other chemical products, and for the proper labelling of - |
substances imported from abroad. The suggested amendments, &
moreover, will make it unlawful for any person to keen
for sale, sell or distribute any drug by wholesale, without
a licence from the Superintendemt of Public Health.
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been aporoved by the Crown Advocate General, contains _
amendments to the Medical and Kindred Professions Ondinance
rnd will allow the exercise of a ntriﬂtarmmlmﬁ{ "-:-
importation, possession, distribution and sale of such '
drugs or chemical products.

Hon. Ministers are asked to agree to the proposed

amandments.

10th October, 1966.
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Bhort title

Amendment to
section 10 of
the principal
law.

Insertion of
new section 354
iﬂthE principal

|
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4 B e
entitled

AN ACT further to amend the Medical
and Kindred Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 51) 7
BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advica
and consent of the House of Representatives i
of Malta, in this present Parlisment llllﬁh1¢1~"
and by the authority of the same, as followa:- o

l. This Act moy be cited mas the Kediecal
and Kindred Profossions (Amendment) Act, 1966,
and shall be read and construsd as one with
the Modical and Kindred Irofessions Ordinanec,
hereinafter referred to as "The principal lawl.

2. In subsection (4) of section 10 of
the principal law, imaediately after the word
"apply", there shall be added the words "or
any such drug or chemical product as may be
specificd in any regulations made under the
provisione of seetion 35A of this Ordinanec”.

e Immediately after scction 35 of
the prineipal law therce shull be inserted
the following new scction:-

"Power of 354. The Minister of Health,
:iniiﬁzr may after consulting the Council

regulations of Health, and go far es he

{Egscgizzzlh may consider nc@essary or

or chemical  expedient for the protection

produgts, of the public health, make
regulations for gontrolling
the importation, possession,
distribution and sale of such
drugs or chemical preoducts an
may be deemcd by him to requiro
such control in the publie
inteyest, and for preventing
their improper usey and in
particular but without projudice
to the generality of the
foraegoing power fo»
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Bubstitution

of scction 74 of
the principal
law

Apendments of
Section 75 of
the principal
law.

(2) regulating the tnaua%ﬁét
the persons menticued im
subsection (1) of section
27 of prescriptionse con= ‘\;
taining any such drug or
chemical product and tho
dispensing of any such
prescription;

(b) requiring persons engagod
in the irportation, sale,
or distribution of any
such drug or chemical
product to keep and produca
for inspection such books and
to furnish such infor-
mation as may be pres-
eribed and;
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(c) requiring and regulating
the lebelling and marking
of any such drug or
chemical product and
regulating sny advertise-
ment thoreof”.

4. For se¢ction 74 of the principal law
there shall bo substituted the following:

"Bale of 74, It shall not be lawful
drugs” for any person, without a licence
from the Bupcerintendent of Publie
Health, to keep for sals, sell, or
otherwise distribute, any drugs:
Provided that any

apothecary may sell or otherwise
trade in drugs, in doses and as
medicoments”.

5. Section 75 of the primgpipal law
ghall be smended as follows:-

(a) by the insertion of the following

paragraph immediately after paragran:
(a) thereof:-
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Amendment of
section 90 of
the principal
1mve,

"b. any substance or any prepa
or mixture of substances intend
be used as a drug or remedy or ii
solvent, additive or colouring = er
unless the box, wrapper, bottle or
or other container in which it is
to be sold or distributoed bears the
name or designation of the substance
or substances of which the prep-
aration or mixture is compoundod or
composed, anﬂ,'whﬂre any substance
of a poisonous nature in terms of
section 80, unless the total or pro
rata smount of such substance is
stated on the said box, wrappor,
bottle or other comtaimer, or";
and

(v) by the relettering of paragraph (b)
thereof as paragraph (e).

é. In sectiom 90 of the principsl law
immediately after the figure "79" tlhere shall
be inserted the words "or against the prov-

isions of any regulations made under section
35.&"‘

Objects and Reasons

The principal objects of this Bill
are (1) to empower the Minister of Health,
after consulting the Council of Health, to make
regulations for controlling the importation,
possession, distribution or sale of such drugs
or chemical products ns may bo deemed by him to
require such control im the public intercst and
for preventing their improper use;

(2) to render unlawful for any person %2
keep for sale, sell or distribute eny drug
without a licence from the SBuperintendent of
Public Health.




