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P, MEMOPRANDUY BY T9E HON, MINISTER OF CATION FOR
s CONBIDERATION IN CABINET. -]

Asguisition of Frenises at 115, 0ld Theatre Street, Walletta
" %o meet the essential reguirements of the Mancel Theatre

and for its development as a Centre for the cultivation and
growth of Drama, Music apd Ballet,

Ereliminary:

The Hsnoel Theatre was acquired by Government
following the Muscat Azzopardi Heport and reports by
Vera Lindsay and Dr. Richard Bouthern, 8ince its
rehabilitation and re—opening in 1960 the Mancel
Theatre has become known and adnired by leading
personalities in the world of Drama and Music, sone
of whom have specinlly wvigsited it and written about it,
Many conpanies and individual producers have expressed
a wish to perforn in it,

Fron the experience gained the Msnagenent
Comnmittee feel that subject to the provision of the
facilities outlined below the Manoel could, with
proper support, grow into an international centre of
Art, to the benefit of indicenous talent and the Tourist
Industry,
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Foyer: This is necessary for the relaxation and
confort of patrons who attend the Theatre in search
of culture as well as entertrinment,

Bar: The present Bar is far too small, Experience

has showm that an adequately sized Bar would be a source

of substantial revenue to the Theatre. Because of its

epall sise the Mansgenent has been unable over the last

few years to run the Bar profitsbly. It is now common

knowledize that pstrons use bars outside the Theatre precisely
I because of the inadequancy of the present Bar.

Cloakroom: The present only cloakroon is ingonvemiently
placed and too narrow. Its locstion is so inconvenienti
that patroms have now taken & habit {conbrary to all
Theatre etiquette) to keep their coats with thern in the
Auvditoriun.
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Booking Office: This is sited too close to the
auditorium with consequent annoyance to sudisnces in
the stalls, resulting frorm the noise and chatter by
persons booking seats, making onquiries and using
the flelephone, There is no nrovision for an advance
Booking Office unlike other Theatres.

Toilet Facilities: Therc is a small ladies tollet
in the 2nd Tier and a ladies and gents toilet, with
& _common entrence, in the suditorium, None in the
3rd Tier and the Gallery.

Entrances and Exits: Owing to the narrowness of the

doors leading to and from the stege and the dressing
roome, ordinary stage furniture cannot be moved in
and out, Furniture acquired has been left unused.
Because of this serious disability certain stage s.
scenery cannot bz used,

Eporzency Exitg: The only one available is a death
trap and it is beins used as n cloakroon.

Storage space: This is completely lacking. Iuggage
containing wvaluable costumes and properties have to
be deposited in the common entrance to the privately
inhabited Flats with ths risk of their beinp tamperad
with or damaged. Thestres use a considerable amount
of peper, c¢loth and timber. Most of this, in our
case, isstored bensath the stage against all Fire
precaution rules,

Dressing Hoopz: Theze are sited at an inconvenient
height necessitating ertists and technicians mounting
from over 30 to more than 100 stepsl

Scene Dock - Paint Shop - Carpenter's Bhop: Owing to
the absence of this all painting and construction of
scenery is being done on the stage with conseguent
damage to the stnge-floor. Apart from this, work
on the stage is curtailing sctivities, for neither
rehearsals nor perforsances may be properly held
while work is being carried out on the stage.

Behearsal Rooms: These sre non-existent with great
embarassment to Froducers and consequent deleterious
effects on productions.

Bardrobe - Costumier - Propertics Store: There is no [
space for these which are often of great value, :
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_ of the inhibitions outline, the present 'ma:m

‘Orcheatra could operate fron these prenises too.

mumm a serious puﬂnl;iul dana-r fron tma Bn

ﬁu.-and Fisno, for which funds have been recently nn,:u
nay be stored.

A1l tha n‘bnrure essential :-aquiﬂnents &nﬂ. ﬂnﬂi
01d Theatre Stract =nd an‘hranc—a hnll of the mmt Iam
Lottery Office at 73 znd 74 0ld Bakery Strest were made
available for conversion into an entrance to the stage of
the Theatre.

The acquisition of prenises at 115, 01d Theatre g
Street wes recomrended b— the Manocel Theantre Rehabilitation ':-i :
Cormittee at paragraph 9 of their report. o !

As long tern policy the prenises in guestion could
be developed for use as a school of Drama, Music and Ballet re
and could possibly house a Permanent Arts Exhibition and the g
Malta Arts Council, The adninietrative of the Nntionsl T

The acquisition in itself will not solve the problems
enunerated sbove since funds will be required for the
reconstruction of these arenises. In the past the Manoel
Theatre Manngenent Committes had anpronched the Gulbenkian
Foundation for [inanciasl assistance but in the absence of
definite Governnent direction on the question of acquisition,
negotations fell through, : i
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I Governoent @scides that the precises in susstiestiSi

will be scguired for the purpose indicated above I will
endeavour to obSain financial support froo intermational and ;.
other reeources.

It is therefore recommended that:-

a) Presises No. 115, ﬂdﬂmnmﬂtmath&ﬂahnum
irmediately on public tenure terms. This would im
:hnwumtwmmnmtﬂmmﬂm early
for its use. mnmmmmumm
‘recurreat expenditure,

‘ﬁ ‘The Director of the Hational Lottery be pre ailed
,l mmﬂumu mm
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