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OEM.B32/66 No. 613
' dira MEMORANDUR TC CABINET *
IOY THE
HON. LINISTER OF PUBLIC BUILDING
AND WORES

The Morth West Development ilen,

1. ¥Yollowing pressure from all gquarters, my
predecessor, issued directives for the drawing up of &
Development Plan for the whole of the Area north of the
Victoria lines, where demands for building are most numer-
ous and pressing. Moreover, this region has perhaps the
greatest tourist potentinl and it is therefere of the utmost

im:ortance that only planned development should be pernitted.

2, The .lan has been prepared by three Public
#.rks Department architects w3 by reason of specialised
studies abread in planning are fully gqualified to under-

take the arduous task entrusted to them,

Je The llon, ‘inister of .orks and Housing had

laid down the following conditions te be observedj-

(i) cover the area north of the Victoria Lines;

(ii) respect the agricultural land, fertile
valleys, afforested areas and those GAT=-
marked for afforestation;

(iii) respect the landscape and beautiful panos
ramac and possibly improve them;

(iv) in so far as it is compatible with the above
princi~les the planners should, whenever pos-

sible and practicable, consider the applica-
tions already submitted to the Department.

by The plannershave respected fully the brief
given to them, more especially re the preservation of the
agricultural sreas, and of the landscape and beautiful
psnoramas which fall within the legion.

Efkt the aene tiDe sessaansnss



L-ARKIVJI NAZZJONALI TA" MALTA

[ -

At the sams time, they zre proposing

for development a number of gones which between them
total some 4,000 tumoli and therefire provide for =
considerable area of land which could be released for
building purposes. The bulk of this land is likely to

be taken up by privete devclopers who are catering moatly
for the permanent "tourist" or those tourists who intend
to stay for proalonged periods and therefore prefer living
independently rather than in = hotel.

5. The rrinciples and objects of the vroposed plan

(2) To alloecate sufficient land to meet the needs
of an exranding tourist industry and to guide
this development to suitable pockets;
() To incorporete the exieting schemes which awe
- inting, d to srovida 16 guied for Fhe o~
Coumo.ation of a ¢ 1 tion which .is nrberinlly
increased during the sumner Bea5On

(e) To minimise the amount of agricultural lund
to be absorbed by new development;

(d) Te conserve and improve the amenities of the
aren

(e) To rovide for the improvement of the present
system of rood communications;

(f) To encourage the afforestetion of the region
and te preserve the existing trees,

6. In indicating the areas for new development
the planners have included all theee arcas where possible
development can take place. This includes all those areas
which because of exposurc or other physical drawbacks
are less suited for egriculturzl development., In those
areas for which no pronosals are shown on the outline
map, it is intended that the existing use of land will
remain for the most part undisturbed. The plimners
would like to establish a poliey of security or encourag-
ing the preservation and lanting of trees wherewop
aspronriate, on both privately and publicly owned .and.
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A preservation plan has been prepared showing areas
most suited for the planting of trees. In arpropriate
cases, &8 a cond.vion of planning permission, developers
would be required to submit s scheme of Flanting to be
carried out in connection with development,

Te Areas are allocated in the #lan primarily
for tourist development use, Such allgcations do not imoly
that all other uses will be excluded from these areas;
indeed it is proposed that all cther applications for
peemission to develop in such an ares will be dealt with

on their merits,

G, The 4,000 tumoli of land “roposed to be de=
v=loped as indicated consist mainly of rocky and agri-
eulturally poor land, all with fine views., A set of
gonditions to be imposed in developing the areas accob=
panies the mchome. These conddtions aim =t Preserving
as much as passible the scenic beauty of the region.
Agricultural land has been shown to remain in it e:dating

use rg far as possible.

9. fhe region has several arens of spocial lands-
cape value, such sa valleys and beaches of outstanding
natural beauty. These are being preserved, At the
same time the plan indicates areas suitable for affores=
tation. Tree pPlanting in sheltered areas n.ar valleys
is considered a very important part of the pl&n.

10. The Planners strongly reconmend that the
following policies generally applicsble to the country

Lfzs = whole, be applied sevesssnes
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28 & whole, be arplisd to the areas earmarked for develop-
BEenti=

(a) the protection of the landscape and of the
0ld traditionsl buildings and traditional
eovironmont;

(b) the szfeguarding of agricultural and rights
of way;

(e) tree preservation and tree planting;

(d) the mitigatic. of cdosfiguee 20t due %0 umestis-
Tactory development, gquarrying or advertise-
Bents;

(e) the control of mew development with regards
to ite effect on the landscape;

L1, ‘esldes, the planners heve proposed that in
implementing the ilan verious norms of mrchitectural control
should be followed,

12, Since the sbove mentioned Slan was finalised
the iteport on the Master dan for M:olta Tourism prap red
by the United Nations' zxperts (ITALCONSULT) has been
recelved. Both plans provide for development within the
region but whereas the plan »epared by the Publie liorks
Jepartment has given considerable wolght to the preservation
of land for egricultural use, and has sited most of the de-
velopment on rocky outerors, the plaz s bmitted by the
United Nations' Zxzerts has given paramount imnortance
to the needs of tourisz anad totally excluded all other
forms of land use. igr examile, while Italconsult
rroose developing the whole fertile Cnejna Velley, the
-ublic Works Department plamners have provided four zones
of development situattd on the barren rocky cutcrops which
surround the fertile valley | leaving this entirely
for agricultural use and possibly for afforestation,

m5| I consider that ggricultur L....
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g S I econsidsr that sgriculture is an essentisl
usé not only because fertile zreas in the Island are very
limited and should not therefore be further encroached
upon, but also becapse it is the Government's dec] "red
policy to promote agriculture, Under the circumstances
it ie felt that any propossls which fail to take accounttof tho
nee”/ of the :gricultursl land re not based on the best pose
8ible use of land in Mslta, I must add that Mr Paterson,
United Natioms' mdviser, has, in his report (reasrked that
the Ttalsonsult report provides much factusl data as one
basis for planning. An regards the North Ucst Reglonal
FPlan prepared by the Public dorksDepartment, kr Paterson
stntes that it demonstrates considerable propgress towards
the comnletion of a Hational :len, He huae shown himself
highly eppreciztive of the work done n the Hegional 1ugdh
In view of the proposed visit to lalta of a United Na®ions
=uom for the prepsrstion of = Development Plan for the
whole of Kalta the Director of iublic orks has suggested
that Covernment should not comait itself by ;:ublishing this
plan,. Sowever, fon, . inisters are no doubt aware of the
presaure there is for the developmint of the area end I
do not consider that Government is justified in delaying
further, eéspecially as I hove conmitted myself in publiec
and in the House. ltor sm I of the opinion that only
private land be released for development leavwing Govern=
sent lend for a decision in conjunction with the FPlen for
the whole lslend. The publication of the Forth .est
Zegional .lan is a long cweited step and it is therefore
reconzended thit Hon. Kinisters agree with the above
conclusions and appy ve the Horth west degional Flan outlined
above as drafted by the Publie =morks Depertment architects ‘
88 against the plan pro-osed by Itelconsulc which ign.Tes
completely the interests of agrieulture. After approval
a considersbloe amount of work will still be required to
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