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UEMOR-NDUNM FOR C..BINET BY THS MINISTER OF
INDUSTRILT, DEVELOPMENT .,ND TOURT M

Visit of U.S. Sixth Fleel between

November 13 - 22, 1955
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The ambassador of the Unitea Stabes of

-Lerica has informed the Covernment of Talba that
-angements were Tiing made for the Sikth Fleet to
5 Malta Detweer Lhs 135h and the 2214 of November,

.. asked whether permisaion could be given for two

\g0iine carrying vess:ls which will hs accompanying the
Cbh Fleet to berth in the Grand Harbour or Marsamxett

wibour, The Petroleur Ships Regul-btlons as recently amens
:ocbain a clause (Article 18) statitg "No ships carrying
~iiagerous petroleum ghnll enter Grard Narbour or Marsamxett
darpour®, TUader vhis clause U.S. Navai vessels of the .0G
suziliary oilers, gasolire) type would not be permitted
Wiotain the harbours.

g 7ieits of the units of the United
~tates Bixth Fleet to Ilaltz it is Customary that 40G typs

esrels accompany *he visiting unitn; since they must carry
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“he aviation gasoline required for the operation of airplancs

~ocard airerafs carricrs and of nelicorsers which are carricd

*hoard various ships of the fieeh. In She view of the U.8

232y to deny entrance Ho Suc 5we modn Qarbours of Malto
Zvial difficulties
ses difficulties could
She particular Sixth
172 or to require

abasegy belicves that

o

1Cs only to the

4t best, a requirement
rain harbours would
tics and port facilitic
¢r, Gtelephones, transportation and

s) Wouléd nos te available. Since

iait Irvotrebly considered by Sthe Sizth Fleet as s
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STy part beccacse of the conveniences available in the
-2 Harbour, denial of thesec conveniences would probably
'ire 2 meconsideratisa of the desirability of Fleet

3£ stopping a2t Malsa for shore leave P rposes.
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D This difficulty arose as the new Petroleum
Regulations do not incorporate the exception which was
included in the o0ld Regulations regarding Naval vessels
carrying petroleum snd aviation fuel. Consgidering that
the Grand Harbour and Marsemxett Harbourl in thickly
ponulated areas and their waters are narrow and
congiderably used by ships of all typss, 1t was not
considered appropriste to discriminete -etween naval and
cther ships carrying petroleum to aveid suy major fire or

explosion which would affect the pcoulous Towas and c¢ities

around the harbour and eadsnger gensral shipring

el In other countries, ships carrying inflammable
or dangerous goods are normally berthed well away from port
centre. This ensables the Port avthority to make reasonable
relaxations and still satisfy basic salety congiderations.
Tn Melta, this canno®% be done for geographical rgasons.

. safe place approaching such condition is Marsaxlokk Bay.

5. Ae stated above, howsver, under the old
Petroleum Ships Regulabions an exception was made for
vessels of the Royal Navy which carricd petroleum and
zviation fuel. This exception was bassd on the fact
that naval vessels exercised &xwirsordinary precautions and

protective measures which are not within the cepability of

connercial vessels. 1In the case ol the United States Navy,
Ior example, only a small proportion of ths total ¢ argo

rormally carried by 40Gs is eviabtion gasoline. The precautis
talen aboard U.S. Navy vessels include gll those listed in
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Covernment of Malta petrolesum prdinance. Over and above th-
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sdcaitionsl xtraordinary safety meacsures are employed aboari
U8, Navy vessels. Bvery moder: pafety measure is incorpol
in the routine procedures in these ships to counteract any
Zanger of this gagoline vaporizing and beccming hazardous.
The aviation gasoline is isolated in special tanks with

1::J:ounding open spaces and a carbon dioxide smothering

atem is 1mstalled in each btank, possible of activation o

2 ﬁoment g notice and which would maintain a blanket of
carbon dioxide in the tanks for extended periods, thus
sotally counteracting any vaporisation. .additionally, a fu

wneclally trained fire-fighting crew is maintained on the
1oLt on board ship on a 24-hour basis.
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5. The preserce of Naval Units in our harbour
g
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is of considerahles nefit to our economy in this particular
difficult period eond visits by vessels of the U.K. and of
2ther friendly nations should be encouraged as far as
proseible. It would be advisable, thersfore, Lo remove
current restrictions on the berthing of gasoline ships
accompanying naval forces provided such ships satisfy
certain conditions.

s Considering that navel véssels of N.4.7.0;
countries and vessels of the TU.8.a. and of cther friendly
nations might call ab 1 Ha much more freguently now that
Malta hes joined F.A.T.0., and is an independent nation,
Vinisters might be prepared 4o consider the amendment
of the current Petroleum Regulabtions to enabie warships
and ships under the centrol of the Services and ships of
visiting forces to berth in tre Grend Harbour or
larsamxett Harbour,
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The Qrafting of the ~m-ndine re gulations

night take some time as coneultation with the British
suthorities and with ewupcibe are advisable before the
rogulatione are formulated., Liinisters might wish to conszid:
under the circumsiances, whether the gasoline ships accomr-n
ing the Sixth Fleet during their visis this month should nc:
be allowed to berth in Marssrrett Karbour in anticipation i
the amendment of the current —egulasions. Tt nay not be

out of place %o mention that = U.S.5. gasoline ship Torshru
in the Grand Harbovr bs%ween the 9th and the 17th of Septon

izst as the Port Division was not 2 that she was a

L-Arkivji Nazzjonali ta’ I\/Ialta

asoline ship”

10th November, 1965.





