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ICYORAYDUN BY THE NINISTER OF INDUSTRILL DEVELORMENT & TOUL:

Excaption froa duty on a ten pin bowling zlley for
the Vernon United Services Club

The Directors of the Vernon United Services
Club, who are the Heads of the Services in Halta, are
contemplating the possibility of installing in the Club
¢ ten pin bowling alley. They intend to apply for a
zrant from the Nuffield Trust to cover the cost.

The Club is run for the benefit of services
personnel l.e., soldiers, sailors and airmen a2nd the
bowling alley will be installed for their recreztion.

The equipment consists of prefabricated
sections of specially prepared tiamber, mechanical
pinsetters, some special electricel fittings (score
boards) equipment for playing the game (bowls and
pins) =nd meintenance equipment.
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L1 enguiry has becn made to the Comptroller
of Customs a2s to whether this equipment can be imported
free of duty under Sectinn 9 of the Agreement on
ilutual Defence and Lssistence. It does not appesr
that the Vernon United 3ervices Club has, by agreement,
been included in the definition of "iuthorised service
orgenisation". Paragraph (1) (g) of Part I of the
snnex to the Agreement on Mutual Dsfence and Assistance
defines "Luthorised service orgenisation" as meaning
the N.4.4L.F.T., the Royal Naval Film Corporztion, the
srmy Kinema Corporation and the Royal .ir Force Cinema
Corporation end, in such cases and subject to such
conditions as may be sgreed between the British
Luthorities and the authorities of Malta, other non-
profit making organisations authorised by the British
authorities to accoapany the British forces in Malta
in order to provide for the needs of members of those
forces, civilian component and dependants, and also
any person acting on behalf of an authorised service
organisation".

The Vernon United Services Club was founded
throuszsh the philantropy of a naval officer znd it is
dainistered by a comaittee composed, 25 mentioned
arlier in this memorandum, of the Heads of the
oefvices. slthough it hes no entitlement to duty
free importation for its equipment, as it purchcscs
its requirements by local purchase, it ould appear
thet for the importetion of this particuler item, which
cannat be obtained locally, it merits the favourable
consideration of the Governaent for the purpose of an
exempbion from the duty chargesable.
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The Finsncial Secretary considers thsat the
reguest 1ls rather premature as the Club Thas not
yet obtained the necessary assistance from the Nuffield
Prust to cnsble it to obtain this bowling alley. He
2lso feels that the Club should ask the Nuffield Trust
that funds to be made available should glso cover the
customs duty involved.
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PhilantropiC_ bodies such es the Nuffield
Trust should be cncourazed to grant similar donations
ol which, unfortunately we have 511 too Ffew in Malta.
The suggestion contained in the next precesding
péragreph is not ot all conducive to such philantropic
actbivities and Hon, Ministers arc invited to agree thet
it is in the Island's interest to create a favourable
clinate for the promotion of Similar donations,

The value of the bowling alley is not yet
known but the approval of Honourcble Ministers im
invited in principle for == exemption from duty in

verms of section 34 (1) of the Import Duties .ict,
1964,

Whenever in the recent Past the Nuffield
Trust did make a donation to the Services in Melta the

Governuent has authoriged duty free release by special
cxemptbion,

15th June, 1965,





