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MEMORANDU: FOR THE CABINET
BY THE HON, THE PRIME MINISTZR

smendment to the Petroleum (Production) Act, 1958

The Convention on the Continental Shelf, which
broadly governs the exercise of sovereign rights by a
coastal State over the seabed and subsoil of the submarine
areas adjacent to the coast but outside the area of the
territorial sea, was ratified by the U.L. on the 1lth May,
1964 and, in accordance with Article 11 of the Convention,
came into force on the 10th June, 1964. It also becane
binding, as from the same date, on everseas dependent
territories of the United Kinzdom.

«5 the Convention was ratified by the United
Kingdom before the 21st Septenmber, 1964, it was automatically
accepted by Malta under the "blanket" arranzenents regarding
Treaty succession.

It is now proposed to amend the Petroleun
(Production) uct, 1958 so 28 to provide for extending the
reference to Malta in the principal law to cover the
"continental shelf", in conformity with the Convention

above raferred to. The proposed Bill is annexed hereto

Article 2 of the Convention clearly states that
the rights of the as:stsl State over the "eontinental shelf!
do not depend on occupation, effective or netional, or
any express proclamation. It is for this reason that the
proposed amendment makes reference exclusively to rights
conferred by international law.

. Hon. Ministers are invited to agrea to the.
annexed Bill entitled "in .ict further to amend the
Petroleun (Production) Act, 1958",

25th February, 1965,



v BILL
entitled

I AGT fur%her to amend the Petroleun (Production)
ol 1958,

B% IT iN.CTID by the

Mzjesty, by and with the advice and consent of the

usen'a gost Excellrmnt

u

Houss of Representatives of Mslta, in this present
Perliament assenbled, =nd by the authority of the

C‘S Sewe, Aas follows:~
. v R R D e ; =
B itk Ly Thig J.ct may be cited as the Petroleun
tltt‘s (Production) (lmendment) .ct, 1965, and shall be read
2 and construed as one with the Petroleum (Production)
.ct, 1958, hereinafter referred to as "the principal
e [ ..A.Ot”.
mepddent 2 Section 2 of the principsal Lct shall be

of section .
emended =5 follows:—
T o fimbific 3 d ollows

%ot ral (a) inmediately after the words "In this ..ct"
' there shall be added the words "unless the
context otherwise requires" and the

following definition -

; "'the continental shelf® means that
part of the seabed and subsocil of the
submarine arsecs adjacent to the coast of
M«lta but outside territorial waters over
which Malta is entitled by internatiocnal
law to exercise soverelgn rights for the
purpose of exploring it 2nd exploiting its
natural resources;"
(b) for the definition of "Malta" there shall be

substitutsed the following -

""Malta' nesns the Island of Malte,

the Isisnd of Gozo, the other islands of the
Maltese ..rchipelago, the land underlying
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territorial waters and the continental shelf;"

smendnent Ba In subsection (2) of section 3 of the
of se@tien &5 b : B s W ; ¢
3 or b principol .ct, immediately after the words "er gets

principal petroleum”, there shall bhe added the words "on, under

7 A
Gl or from sny lands in Malta."”
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Amendment
uf scetion
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principdl
hct,

Ltmendmend
2f section
5 of %he
pri pal
Lt

Regmtiam

a M
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%y  In subsection (1) of section 4 nf the

principal ict, immediaﬁély dfﬁbr bhe wﬁtdﬁ "ﬁnd got

petroleun”, thers shall be added the wopds “mﬁ, undeg
o from afly lands in Malka",

5, In subsesctiun (1) of seetion 5 of the
principal hLet, immediately after the words "and
mining for petroleum'", there shall be added the
wards "in Maltal.

6. Lny regulatiens made under seation 5 of the
principal Aot shall be deemed to havs been made under
the principal uet as amended by this Act.

¥ne 9bjpat of this Bill is to extend the
refergnce to Mslta ipn the Petroleum (Produstiod)
4Cty, 1958 to cover the continental shelf. It conforms
with the provisions of the Geneva Convention gn the
Continental Shelf,





