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principally because the ship needs repairs badly which
amount to about £1,000.

he Financial Becretary has been requested to
provide the sum of £1,600 for repairs and operational
costs from the Contingency Fund but he has turned this down
stating that ways and means should be found for funds to
run any essential service from the total amount provided
for the Department in the estimates for 1963/64.

I am unable to find the sum of £1,600 without
curtailing considerably and nerhaps even stopping equally
essential services in other scctors of the Department.

I censider that the funds made available this financial
year, which are less than those for the previous financial
vear by £8,953, are not adeguate to enable me to play my
role in the development of agriculture and fisheries.

Throush the dint of appropriate action, it has
been possible to incrcase local production of vegetables
and the catch of fish. Prices, in consequence, have been
moderate and at certein periods even abnorms=lly cheap.
Incidentally, I may point out that the good fish catches
helped considerably to blunt the soaring prices of beef.

Besides, imports of agricultural produce and of
frozen fish have reascnaly decreased, certain items such
as tomatoss have completely disappeared from the import bHill
and exports have considerably increased and are still pro-
gressing. A glance at the export chart will be sufficient
to convey the successes we are having in this respect.

The difficulties therefore of finding a small

sum such as £1,600 frustrate me considerably when I know how

hard it is to regain progress once the initiative is lost,
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In any case, if no funds are possible, then
there are three alternatives:-

i) Either to defer repairs to next year which
means Jeopardicing the lives of the crew
and multiplying manifold the present
expenses later, since damages once stmried
accelerate rapidly.

ii) Or to pay off the crew and lay up the ship

iii) Or to postpone the repairs to the Refripgerating
Compartment up to March, risking the putre-
faction of the catch and relying only
on the fact that winter will help us, though
March cannot be considered am being a winter
month.

The first alternative should not be congidered
even for a moment and should be brushed off forthwith,
for the risgk should definitely not be taken.

The second alternative has political reper-

cussions and may not be guite appropriaste as a meastire.

The last alternative seems the most reasonable
but this step alone will not ward off the excess com=
pletely. It will only brins it down %o about £1,000,

A sum of money will ine%itably remain unspent
by the close of the year from the Departmental Vote
but what thiz will be depends greatly on the pressure
that is made by the exigencies of partioular services
and the demand for euts in expenditure because of the
present economic position. 3

In my view, however, the sum of £1,000 is small
and the risk should be taken,

1l4th November, 1963,





