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Memorandum by the Minister of Justice
Anipal Welfare

In 1958 a Committee, called the Animal Welfare
Committee was appointed "to study what measures, including
any legislative and sdministrative changes, should be
taken in connexion with animal welfare in these
islands"”.

The Committee submitted its report in June, 1959
to the Legal and Administrative Assistant (Red 12 on
OPM/942/58) and as the draft legislation recommended in the
report was left by the previous administraticn at the
Attorney-General's Office, it is perhaps time that some
progress should be made in the matter as the R.5.P.C.A. is
very anxious that that legislation should be adopted.

The legislation in gquestion consists of the
following:=-

a) A Bill to smend the Code of FPolice Laws.
B) A Bill to amend the Criminal Code.
¢) Disenbarkation of Animals (Minicum Standards)

Regulations.
Copies of the drafts are attached.
Praft & deals with animal fighting, the unnecrssary

clipping of dogs' ears, ill-treatment of watch dogs and
failure to provide domestic animals with sufficient food and
water.

Draft 8 deals with the shooting of doves or
pigeons.

Draft C deals with the mininum standards to be
observed in the disemtarkation of animals.

It is proposed that the Draft Hegulations at C
should be approved for immediate publication and that the
Draft Bills at 4 acsd B mhould be approved for presentation
ip the Legialative assembly at a more opportune moment.




Short title.

Amendment of
gection 139

P |
A BILL Y

entitled -

4N ACT further to amend the Code of Police Laws,
Cap. 13.

ENACTED by the Legislaturc of Malta:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Code of Police
Laws (Amendment) Act, 1963 end shall be read and
copstrucd as onc with the Code of Folice Laws,
hereinaftcr referred to as "the principal law".

2. BSubsection (3) of section 139 of the

of the princip- principal law shall be repealed.

al law.
Insertion of
new scction
1304 in the
{rinnipal
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3, Immedistely after scctiom 139 of the
principal lew there shall be inserted the following

section:-
"Fight 1394. (1) It shell be an offence for
:iﬂ?nil - any person -

(a) to esuse, procure or assist sithe
fighting of any animel or to be
{n control of mny place designed
or ndaptcd fer usc¢ in connection
with the fighting of eny animalj

(b) exccpt for good ceuse the proof
wheroof shall lie on such person,
to clip a dog's cars or to cause,
procure or assist at the elipping
of = dog's eers;

(¢) to keep e watch-dog in the open
unless it is provided with
protecction from the sun, rein and
cold by meane of & wooden or stone
structure und unlcss it is given
sufficient regular excrcise;

(d) to fail to provide the domestic
animcls in his posscssion with a
sufficient quantity of water and
proper food,

(2) Any person who commite any of
the Aff.uccs referred to in subsection (1)
of this secticn shell t: deemed to have
used c¢razlty to =ro.vals.

2. a0



2. fj
(3) In the case of o conviction for am 'y
' offonce under paragroph (o) of subsection (1)
of this section the Court may, besides awarding
punishment, makc such order for the disposal of
the onimnl or animals to which the offence
reluates as the Court thinks fit, even thnunh
such snimal or animuls do not belong to the

ceccused.”
llegdllnf of 4, In paragraph (¢) of section 189 of the
:;‘tign 89 principal law, immedistely after the words "the
grinuipll provisicns of this Part"” there shsll be added the
nw,

words "or against paragraph (a) of scetion 354 of the
Criminal Code."

Objects =nd Keasons

The objiet of this Bill is to deal more
effvetively with certain specific forms of eruelty

to animpls and to provide speeial sanctions for
certnin specific ects of cruelty.

3lst Jonuary, 1963.
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Bhort title.

Inserts new
section 355B

in the

T
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A BILL
entitled

AN ACT further to amend the Criminal Code,
Cap. 12.
ENACTED by the Legislature of Malta:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Criminal
Code (Amendment) Act, 1963 and shall be read
and construed as one witn the Criminal Code,
hereinafter referred to as "the principal law".

2. Immediately after section 3554 of the
principal law there shall be inserted the following
section:=-

*pisqualification 355B. ©Onm conviction for a contra-

&ﬁ;“;ﬁﬂﬂﬂ vention under parsgraph (a) of section
254(a). 354 . the Court shall, besides awarding

punishment, order the offender to be
disqualified for holding or obtaining
a licence to carry a fire-arm of the
type uscd in the commission of the
contravention for & period of twelve
months."

o)+ ts d 5

The object of this Bill is to provide for
the disqualification of any person who is comvicted
of shooting doves or pigeons belonging to other
persons for holding or obteining & Police licence
to curry a fire-arm of the type in question for a
period of twelve months.
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Bills sveeni. OF 1355

CODE OF POLICE LAWS (CAF.13)

Disembarkation of Animels (Minimum Standards)
Hegulations, 1963

Date of commencoment: ]

IR exercise of the powers conferred by
section 152 of the Code of Folice Lews, the Governor
has made the following regulations:=

ﬂi tl‘liﬂ:ﬂ. . 1 .
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These regulsations may be cited as the
Disembarkation of Animels (Minimum Standards)

Interpretation. 2. In thesc regulations, unless the context
otherwise reqQuires -

"animnl" meens herse, ass, sule, bull or cow;
"ecow" includes prognant heifor;

"disembrsk” means disemberk from o vesscl on which
animnls aprc enrried by sce to & port cr other place in
Malta, and “discmberkcd” sholl be construed accordingly;

"Malta"™ includes the Islends of Gozo nnd Comina.

Offonces. e It shsll be an offcnce for any person to

disemberk oy to ceuse te be disenbarked any animal
unless the finimuc standards prescribod by these
regulations ere sntisficd.

Disecbarkation &, (1) Horses, ssscs, mules and bulls shell
of horses,

asses, mules be disembai;ked by mecns of slings protected by such
t_4 bulls. naterial, es, in the opinion of the Principal Government
Veterinary Surgeon, will prevent chafing.

(2) Horses, asscs nnd mules shall be
individually disembarkod.

(3) Bulle moy be disembarked in peirs.
Disemdarketion 5-

Each cow shall be discobarked inm & porteble
of cows. e
X s
ured or 6. If any rnimel has 2 broken limb or is
wild animnls.

otherwlfye seriously injurcd cor is in a wild state so

as to be incspeble c¢f being dizerborked in sceordance
witk thu provisicre of these rogulations, the petson in

charrea/....
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a Government Veterinery Surgeon and the enimal
thereefter be discoberked or slaughtered in ac

Veterinary Surgeon.




