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MEMORANDUE POR SUBMISSION TO THE CABTNET

Construction of & Foad from Dwejra, Goso

The Becond Five Year Plan, 1964/9 includes a pro-
vision of £8,000 for the construction of a road from San
Lawrenz to Dwejra to replace an existing country road which
is excessively steep and insdequete for present day traffic
requirenents snd hence to provide sccess to Dwejra, a
picturesque spot frequented by tourists. The sun of £8,000
is barely enough for the first phase of the rroject, Ths
total cost of the project is in the eglon of £60,000
(ot ineluding cost of road surfacing).

Twe slternative designs were prepared by the Public
Works Department for this rosad:-

Alternative Design shown on Plan B provides for a
road about ¢, 300 feet long and entails the construction of a
massive reinforced conerete vioduct gpanning & valley. The
viaduct is 400 feet long and has a maximun height of about
120 feet. The road as designed by-passes completely the
existing road and would run on both sides of the vallgyand would
in consequence render the existing roadway rendundsnt necessit-
ating its scrapping.

Alternative Design shown on drawing A i8.a modified

version and provides for s length of road of about 1,900
feet, follows nore or less the existing road, runs slong
one side of the valley and does mot entsil any major con=
structional reguirements. The cost of this project is con-
sequently far lower than the zlternative project shown on
Design B.

The design as pér drawing A was approved by the Director
of Public Works in the first week of Februury, 1966, Siuce
there was an urgency to start work and spend the money voted
for that financial year, & start was mede without approaching
the Gozo Civic Council, The matte~ was however scon raised
in the Gozo Civie Council and the two Gozo Engineers of the
Public Works Department were invited to meet the Gouncil st
a subsequent meeting. The Council were indifferent as to
the design adopted as long as the District Committees of
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Gharb and Ban Lawrenz spproved it. The next day mem—
bers of the District Committees visited the Public Works
Office at Gozo to insgect the two projects. They later
on expreseed in writing without any cogent reasops their
disepproval of the design selected by the Public Works
Department in favour of thealternative project shown on
Drawing B. Work was inthe ueanwhile proceeding and it
was stopped in Harch on instructions from the Minicter of
Worke and Housirg,

The Publie Works Department favours project shown
on Drawing A for the following ressons:-

(a) The primary objection against the adeption of Draw-
ing B i e of cost, The total cost of the project recommen—
ded by the Public Works Departmcnt would be in the semion
of £60,000 (excluding surfaeing). This figure would barely
suffice for the construction of the bridege alone if Design
B were to be followed, (The cost of inplementing the design
as per thce Drawing B would as & matter of fact be aboub
three tices heavier than that of implementing the design show
on Design A.) Moreover the construction of the viaduet as shorn
on Deslgn B would entail a major structural design end would ne=
cessitate the coployment of Consultants from abroad with
regards to design and actual construction.

(b) The road as shown on Design B, with & massive via-
duct, would intrude obtrusively upon the landseape, The
project as shown on Design & would blend satisfactorily
with its surrcundings.

(e¢) The purpose of the road is tc provide aceess to
the picturesque spot at Dwejra, Gozo, which incidentally
attracts meny tourists. On this score, it is doubtful whether
it is realistic to spend zle heavy sum of £60,000 (plus
cost of road surfacing) on a modified road project, let
alone earry out the cost prohibitive project as proposed
by the Gozo Civic Council,

Work was rosumed on Ministerial instruction in April/
Msy, 1966 but was again suspended owing to a strong written
protest by the Gogo Civic Council stating reasons, referrsd

to later on sssssssssnnny
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%o later on, The Gozo Civie Council on being asked to
reconsider the matter, concluded asgainst the project as recou-
mended by the Public Works Department with a majority

of five members present, against two, with five sbsten-
ticns. Two members were abeent, (The Acting Director

of Public Works was given to understand by the Chzirman,
Go*o Civie Council tret those cembers (sevem in all)

whe abstoined or were sbsent from the sitting were in
favour of the project. The informetion the Public Works
Department reccived suggests that had the Vote been taken by
secret ballot the reult would have been different; how-
ever the Gozo Civie Counell Comstitution prescribes voting
by show of hands.

Hereunder are enumerated the objections raised by
the Council in their letter 2ated 3rd June, 1966, the com-
ments of the Publie Works Department sgsinst eschi-

{a) (Gozo Civic Council members contend that the rozd
design recommended by the Publiec Works Departnent, Design
A, would have very steep gradlents, which would recder nu-
gatory the purpose of improving the existing rosd,, They
¢laim that the alternative design as shown on Degign B
(with bridge) would eliminate steep gradients.

It is a fact that the gradianta of the road as per
Design A (without bridge) ere slightly steeper than those
o¢f road shown on Design B (with bridge)., The differ‘mce
in gradierts is however slight and neglib!le. As a matter
of fact the steepest levels in the road as fesigned with-
out bridge are 1:8.027 for short lengths, the levels for
similar lengths of road as designed with bridge are 1:9,

& very minor improvers—%, almost imsignificant.

Gradients vary and are not conplately elininated,
which ever of the two altermative designs is adopted,
as a drop of about 260 feet has to be made good. The _
Public Works Department is however of the opinion that the mad
as shown on Deeign 4 (without bridge) would be adeguate
and & marked improvement over the pres:nt read to Dwejra,

(b) The Goso Civie Council contend that the nodificd

road design shown on Design A would wind too auch and would
be dangerous to traffic uaing it at two points. The road

S -..In N



Ly

3

i

L-ARKIVII NAZZJONALI TA" MALTA

design shown on Design B, they claim, woL'4 eliminate
all danger to tralffic,

The Public Works Department contonds that some
bends are necessary to improve gradients taking into
consideration the hesvy Tzll in levels which has to be nadlg
good. The road shown cn Design B (with t9idge) would as
A pmatter of fact have cne bend too,

The Public Works Department does not ggree that the
new road project as recommended by it would prosent sy
peril or difficulty to traffic using it., It would confore
to accepted standards of poad design, As a matter of intsr. =t
one may state that the prosent road, though far froc
idenl, and despite its excessive stoepness did not have s

single road accident during the last twenty years, in so
far ns it is known,

(e¢) Members of the Gozo Civic Council clainmed that
the road as shown on Desipn B (with bridge) would serve
the intercete of agriculture and fisheries and would O3
up the landscape for sightscera, The Public Works Depart-
ment feels thut thie clsin does not hold any water. It hos
been nacertained that neither project would ninimise or
enhance the scanty cxtent of land under cultivetion in the
area, 48 regurds benfits teo Tishermen, it wns ascertained
that Dwejrn Bay is patroniscd by a single bona-fide fisherunn,
he regards sightsceing, the surrounding land is barren and dous
not eoffer uny scope for gsuch purpose. Morcover by intruding
on the landscape the roed as desigred on Design B (with
bridge) would detract rather than enhence the beauty of

its surroundings,

Finslly it is submitted that a gum of sbout £6,000
has alrcady been spent on the construction of the road,
Thissun will be wasted unless the work proceeds as shown
on Design A as recommended by the Public Works Department.

Hon, Ministers arc requecstcd %o approve whoth r the
work on the construction of the road to Dwoajra shoulé pro-
ceed as shown on Design A as recomnended by the Public Works
Department or as shown on Drowing B as proposed by the Geozo
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